Newspaper Clippings

Robert Wadlow: The Unique Life of the Boy
Who Became the World’s Tallest Man

Robert Wadlow experienced relentless news coverage of his life starting just before he turned nine
years old. You can search by his name in your public library’s newspaper archives databases to learn
a lot about Robert and the time period in which he lived (1918-1940). It's fascinating. Some
coverage was disrespectful and in poor taste, but most was based on a sense of wonderment.

Here are just a few clippings to give you a sense of what you can find. It's best to look at clips online
since the scans are not always readable when copied into other documents.

Boy, Ezght Wetghs 195 |
Taller Than Hlf Father

E v Uentral Fress Dispateh o the
ABIUN v - m.‘."

ALTON, T, April 15 —Eight-
| year-old Robert Wadlow lays claim
to being the largest boy of his age in
the world. He is 6 feet 24 inches in
beight and weighs 195 pounds. He
is 20, inches taller than his father and
weighs 75 pounds mote than his
mother

Although Robert weighed only
nine pounds at birth, he weighed 30
pounds when © months old. His
| growth has been steady since that
time. He is. to all appearances, a
boy of 19. When be entered kinder-
[ garten at 5 he was weating clothes
for 2 17-yeat-old boy. wears
| size 14, men's shoes.

Robert leads his classes in school.
He is in the fourth grade. His am-
bition is to become am movie star.
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“will be the greatest on record™
residents of the lower valley were
making strenuous offorts Lo confine
the waters to the man.made barriers
an the crest of the flood appronched. |

| The river today flicked off portions |
of leveos at Plaquemine and workers |

| flled the threatened breach with sand. |
bags.  Conerete facings st Port Allen |

I alid Into the stream and more sand- |

| bags were thrown into the cavity, Oth. |
or crews wers dispatched to strength-
en weak spots

At Hurnuide, College Point and Gels.

I mar, on the cast bank, crews were re-
Inforeing the walls, At Donaldsonvilie
similar aotivities were in pi

Engineors at New Orieans mnmna

' to assert their ballef that the lavees in
the vieinity would hold. However, at
l Paplanade mvenue, 12 blocks below

I Canal street in the center of the city,
' lsandbags and 4 revertment already
' l huve been thrown lolo position to
' | meet the erhergency.

At that point the level of the water |

had reached within & few Inches oll
the top of the leves and occasional

ROBERT WADLOW

waves from paming steamers or guets | -

r

The Anaconda Standard, Saturday, Apr|I 16, 1927
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- e G {eld ba) Now st § years, be hasl Woomer factory makes shoms from '
S Pl - ey o g .ll':““!' ":\’oh/l. n.u.m‘.,,-k. of & youlh sise 0 to 20, from t‘.y‘.““: |
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Alton Telegraph, Saturday, April 23, 1927
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Alton Telegraph, Saturday, January 14, 1928
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Robert Wadlow, nine-year-old son; At Miton school an arm chair s
(of Mr. and Mrs, Harold Wadlow of |pegvided for Fobert, Regular soats
;oun- l?lnnd'm:n:r:oa;: :m: ‘:‘c! the school were too small They
'm‘:; ::rc oith Ray Carier, & ten- |Urought him one frem the highj
year-old boy of normal siee school. placed blocks & inches high ||
In the past ten months Robert hias to make it high enough for him. It
grown 3 inches, and has gaingd 10 ]was high enough. but not atrong ||
pounds siv schoul opened  last [emough, and broke down, Then the |
September. | armchalr was provided ’

Alton Telegraph, Monday, January 23, 1928
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YOUTH |
GIANT AT TEN

Robert W.dlow Now 8%
Feet May Become Nine
Feet Tall

ALTON, 111, Oct. 31—(UP) —A-
mong members of the Natlonal As-
sociation of lLongtellows, Robert
Wadlow, son of Mr. and Mrs, Har-
old Wadlow of  this city, probably
¢njoys the most abundant prospects
professionally speakliing. At 10
years of age he Is six feet six In-
ches tall and weighs 211 pounds.

Four physicians who  examined
him  predicted that his  average
growth of four inches a year will
ocontinue until he Is approximately
nine leet tall. They based thely
predictions on the size of Robert's
leet, which now measure 15% in-
ches from heel to toe when out of
his $30-a-palr triple E size 21 shoes
explaining that a rapldly-growing
boy's feet outdistance their owners
helght early and then wait for the
rest of the hody to catch up.

An overzealous pituaitary gland
is credited with the responsibility
for Robert's upspringing. The boy's
mother and father are of normal
#ize as are Roberts’ three younger
hroth«rs nnd nhn-rs

e
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Robert muluw satisfactory marks

in his Fifth grade class according
to hiz teacher, Miss Glenn. School
authorities were forced to provide
a special seat and desk for him,
howoever—~a seat  from the high

school resting on several blocks Is

momentarily satisfactory but  the
Janitor at Milton school! where he

attends I already casting about for
‘some further improvement which |

may be needed any day since sev.
tral seatg have already broken un-
der hils welght,

After school he joins the chil-
dren of hig own age playing on the
playground apparatus many  rlzes
[teo small for him. He may be seen
using the slide at the Horace Mann
school. His helght and welght and
width reduce his speed down the
apparatus and  smaller  children
crowd him out since they ean move
more swiltly,

He encounters all sorts of trou-
|ble because of his height. The fam-
[ly Ford sedan will hold him but
he must squeeze slowly into the
rear seat and then his l)t-ud Is but
bhalf an fach from the”top. There
Isnt “enough lex room in the front
seat, He seldom bumps hig  head

because he learned long ago to ex-|*
pecy the many obstatles that ap- -

pear in his path wherever he goes

Wadiow, sehfor, tld the United
Press b Hax recelved u number of
affers from clireus and vaudeville

producers for tho appearance  of |

Rabert on the ' stage and sawdust,
s parents, however hope to glve
the giant a ntlsractor\ education
before he enters what apparently
will be his “natural” proession.

The Fairfield Daily Ledger, Wednesday, Oct. 31,

1928
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The Bryan Weekly Eagle, Wednesday, May 4, 1932
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Alton Telegraph, published date unknown
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SKYSCRAPER LAD IN SKYSCRAPER CITY

3

Beatrice Daily Sun, Monday, April 12, 1937
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Tallest Man To
Visit Here

M'dh-,mh“m-
son In the world, will vislt Wich-
Ma Falls Friday,. From 230 o 4 30
Pom he will be the guest of the
LMM Chn.:lnn. Ti3 Ninsh
A
:"‘&. man. Seuvs
e will e for all the
chiddren who vall the stoce.
unn.m'ha ":c -

. yeary egst
m-uuw'u‘-:&.u
hetght and weighe 443 pounds. Ne
wears & 37 Ahoe made for him
the Mu':nmmdz

FTF
il

s*edspt
s
iy

A
i
H

i
I
i

kS
i
i

:

14

g
4
i
It

3
i
:
i
-

i3
iF

!
i
3

I
32
i
| §

Wichita Daily times, Sunday, May 15, 1938
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The TALLEST MAN
The World
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ROMAT WA W AYD FaTies

Don't Fail Te See The Wordd's Tallewt Man At Our Store 31 Neon

Saturday, Dec. 2

Lumberton Trading Co.

Seuth Chemmn St Lumberton
-

Robesonian, Lumberton, NC., Nov. 29, 1939
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Robert Wadlow, 22, World's Tallest

' Man, Dies Following Foot Infection

"Young Giant
- Was 89, And
Weighed 491
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(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
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(continued from previous page)

L Plorvda euclior this yeer and the
piaad spent his toenly-stcond s |
[mversary ot St Petesburg AL
et tme be hat .—um’
i

La Crosse Tribune and Leader-Press, Monday, July 15, 1940
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TWO VICTIMS—
FOR ONE NO PITY

So Robert Wadlow es the news for the
last time, when his death was announced Mon-
day morning. Poor Robert adlow, doomed in
his brief life to livé normal existence,
gaped at and gawked at because of his tre-
mendous size. Some slip of nature caused his
pituitary gland to work overtime so that he
just kept right on growing and growing until
he literally grew himself to death.

Really, an infection was the immediate cause
of his demise, but the Infection was supposed |

to have come from an abrasion made by the
steel braces he wore on his legs to support his
some four hundred pounds,
The abnormal is ever cropping up in nature,
~=q of the mysteries of evolution.
Jontrast Robert Wadlow and Adolph Hitler,
. oth victims of giantism in different ways.
“uld w not share a little of our pity for the
? witt the other? Both are tragic figures,
out 1o, & world made to suffer has no pity for
a Hitler, is unable even to congeive his needing

Yet he is tho most pitiful figure on earth, suf-|

fering from giantism of his ego, wrapped in
delusions of empiric grandeur which some day
will burst about him like*a too full bubble,

leaving only a mist of the man, a mist, which, |

if the words of the Bible are true, must go tor-

tured into eternity.
Poor Robert Wadlow, poor Adolph Hitler —
only nature can explain you . . . and comfort

you.

The Earlville (Illinois) Leader, Thursday, July 18, 1940
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